Petitioning NJ State Senate and Assembly
We call for the passage of a NJ Decarceration Act to deliver large scale reductions in NJ’s state adult and youth prison populations. 
We call for incarceration reductions of 20% in the first 2 years and 50% over 4 years.  The legislation should provide for guidelines of offenses for which prisoners should be released (e.g. nonviolent simple possession charges and small scale economic offenses), guidelines for release of those given particular lengths of sentences who served a percentage of their sentence (e.g. release all those sentenced under 6 months, who have served 50% of a term up to 1 year, have served 70% of 1 – 3 years, 80% of 3 – 5 years, etc) as well as those who are beyond a certain age who served a certain percentage of their sentences. The particulars can be determined with input from communities targeted by mass incarceration.  Funds saved must be channeled into providing jobs, training and services for those exiting the prison system.   We call upon NJ Senators and Assembly persons to address the passage of the NJ Decarceration Act as a high priority emergency as NJ’s targeted communities need immediate relief.
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